Maine Revised Statutes

Title 35-A: PUBLIC UTILITIES
Chapter 45: NATURAL GAS PIPELINE UTILITIES

84517. PRIVATE NATURAL GAS PIPELINES

1. Definitions. Asused in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have
the following meanings.

A. "Affiliated compression or liquefaction facility" means afacility that is used to liquefy or compress
natural gas for sale or distribution to others by means other than a pipeline and that is owned or operated
by an affiliate of the owner of a private natural gaspipeline. [ 2011, c. 592, 81 (NEW.]

B. "Private natural gas pipeline" means apipeline that is used solely for the transport of natural gasto a
single customer and is owned by the customer and whose owner or operator is not otherwise regulated by
the commission as a natural gas pipeline utility or gas utility. For purposes of this paragraph, "customer"
includes an affiliate of acustomer. [ 2011, c. 592, 81 (NEW.]

[ 2011, c. 592, §1 (RPR) .]

2. Safety regulation. The commission may exercise safety regulation over an entity that owns or
operates a private natural gas pipeline on public land or land owned by a 3rd party, notwithstanding that the
entity isnot a public utility. The commission may exercise safety regulation over the owner or operator of
an affiliated compression or liquefaction facility, notwithstanding that the owner or operator is not a public
utility. Safety regulation under this subsection may be enforced as provided in sections 4515 and 4516-A.

[ 2011, c. 592, §2 (AVD) .]

3. Approval of construction. A private natural gas pipeline or affiliated compression or liquefaction
facility may not be constructed without approval of the commission. When requesting approval, the entity that
owns or operates a private natural gas pipeline or affiliated compression or liquefaction facility shall submit
to the commission information concerning the engineering design of the pipeline or affiliated compression or
liquefaction facility and the standards of construction the entity proposes to follow and any other information
the commission determines necessary to make a determination of whether to approve construction. The
commission shall approve the construction if the commission determines that the standards of construction of
the pipeline or affiliated compression or liquefaction facility adequately protect the safety of the public.

[ 2011, c. 592, §2 (AMVD) .]

4. Waiver. The commission may waive for good cause any requirements under this section.
[ 2011, c. 110, 81 (NEW .]

5. Sale by affiliate of liquefied natural gas or compressed natural gas. The owner or operator of a
private natural gas pipeline that delivers natural gasto its affiliate that then liquefies or compresses the natural
gasfor sale or distribution to others by means other than by a pipelineis not, as aresult of the delivery,
considered a public utility. The owner or operator of an affiliated compression or liquefaction facility is not
considered a public utility if the owner or operator is not otherwise regulated by the commission as a public

utility.
[ 2011, c. 592, §3 (NEW .]
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